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NEXT MEETING
WHEN: TUESDAY, MAY 9, 1978
TIME: 7:30 P.M.
PLACE: JEWISH COMIMUNITY CENTER
333 South 132nd Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68154
PROGRAM: 1l 10 CONVERSION
One of the better things to happen to amateur radio in the past
year is the availability of lots of low cost HF. transceivers. These
cheap little C. B. rigs can easily be converted [rom 11 to 10
meters and it won't cost an arm or a leg either, Several of the ham
magazines have given articles about the conversion and possible
band plans.
Our local hams have been experimenting also. Larry Bailey,
WOPYA, and Scott Persson, WBOQPP, will present their findings
and a possible demonstration.
Join the fun on 10, See you at the JCC. (
735
WBEPHP
ok W w W
VISITORS WELCOME —~ REFRESHMENTS - EYEBALL QSOs
WAk R kAR
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THE PREZ SEZ

Check your pockets! If you do not
have a 1978 Ak-Sar-Ben Radio Club
membership card; this may be the last

( m Hum" you will receive. If you
were a member last year and have not
paid your dues,.now is the time. We
are readying the roster for this year
and must stabilize our list.

Our membership continues to grow,
thus keeping WBEPTMU, Dick well
occupied, Please inform Dick through
Box 291 or at a meeting of any
changes that apply to the data the
Club accumulates on us all. For
instance, many upgraded while the
F.C.C. was here in April. Congratu-
lations are due to all of you. However,
the F.C.C. does not report to us.
Please help keep us up to date with
member news.

WAOSVO Dave and WBGPDJ Ken
are now extras, while KGTHI Tom,
WDOADV Virgil, WAQZQG Rich, and
WOAUH Lyman have become ad-
vanced class licensees. WD@HFP Dale
and WDS5HKI John attained general
and WDOHPK Marci is a novice. Sorry
for any omissions, and we still want to
know.

The auction appears to have been
successful financially and much of the
credit goes to the workers who made it
go. Through no one's fault, we had
many more items this year over last
year and it did get a little long.
WBOFWE, Joe has contributed sug-

( ted improvements, along with the
. drd, for next year. The date and site
are being negotiated now, along with
30-day cancellation privileges.

The Board has allocated some of
the money gained by the auction into
a fund to be used for Club owned
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equipment, placed for use by the
ARES., and ourselves in an emer-
gency. Thus far, 2 power supplies, a
2-meter beam, rotor, and an ICOM
225 have been added to Club
equipment. K9BL, Bob says the
greatest need is at the National
Weather Service.

In conjunction with this “put-
ting our money where our mouth is,"”
we are for the first time, as | know it,
soliciting funds from the community
for additional gear as above, plus 220
MHz rigs. A letter has been prepared
for this purpose and will be mailed to
possible contributors. If you know of
a prospect that would help the
community in this manner, let any
Board member know.

The repeater move has encountered
a snag, as the FM station occupying
the tower site is going through a rating
period and must remain undisturbed,
according to my information. Eco-
nomic and equipment evaluations are
still underway.

WADGEH, Marty and I had an
opportunity to tour the Omaha
Emergency Operations Center after
the proclamation was presented to the
Club for flood communications by the
Douglas County Board of Commis-
sioners. The following evening Marty,
KOPQR Tom, and 1 toured the
Lincoln E.O.C. and found the facility
very impressive. The Lincoln Club
hosted a meeting on the site and
presented a fine meeting geared to
their weather spotters.

Field Day [fast approaches. The
Equipment Committee is busy pre-
paring the trailers for use, KODKM
Lloyd and K@JBC Harold have
completed work on the generator.
WEBOPPF Jerry is still looking for Field
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Day volunteers. Join in — it will be

great fun and we expect to be on top
this year barring unforseen difficulties,

Keep June 3rd open for the 3900
Club activities at the Marina near
Sioux City, For further details contact
the 3900 Club. Kearney has set the
date for their spring convention. It will
be over the April 1st weekend in 1979,

Thanks to WOJIK Al for a fine
program  on antennas. Everyone

enjoved it and learned from attending.
Pictures (by K@ZLY Bob) of the
award to Zita Tesar, World Insurance
Company, for her fine service to the
Club; and of Bob O'Brien, Acting
Director of Civil Defense, presenty
the Douglas County Board prcxr.(
mation are in this issue,

Looking forward to seeing you at
the May meeting.

Jim, WBOGQV

¥ i
i)
HY

Lo BT LR

SINCERE THANKS!

1 want to say “thank you’ to all
the people who helped me to get my
novice license. 1 especially want to
thank Irene and Tom Mulick for all
the hours they put in to help me. |
also want to thank all my teachers at
the classes, Without Bob Conley's
encouragement to keep trying after
failing the theory twice, 1 never would
have made it, Thank you all for your
help and encouragement.

Marey Trainer, WDOHPK

ERRREAAAREL
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AIR FORCE MARS
MEETING

There will be a general Air Force
MARS meeting on Friday, 12 May,
7:30 P.M., at the NCO Club, VIP
Room, Offutt AFE. All Air Fo
MARS members and interested pel-
sonnel are encouraged to attend.

Kevin J. Clatanoff
WAQYCC/AFBOYCC

dhkkkhhkREFTEREk
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NOTES FROM
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETINGS

March 28, 1978

New business — Art, WBOMUL,
yave a report on the Computer Fair to
be held at UNO. AARC was asked to
be a sponsor. Because of costs
involved, it was thought best to study
more detailed information.

Bob, K9BL, was given authori-
zation to spend $18.00 for folders for
ARES. Tom, K@POQR, made motion,
seconded by Bob, WOUQJ, to buy 2
power supplies for the Club from
Bullet Electronics, to be used at North
Omaha Weather Station and Sarpy
County Weather Emergency Center,
Motion carried. Power supplies will be
equipped with cigarette lighter plug-
ins,

Jerry, WBOPPF, gave a summary of
his investigation into acquiring consoli-
dated insurance for AARC. To date no
commitments are certain,

Jerry's work as Field Day Chairman
has just begun. Anyone who can
contribute any time to this function,
please get involved and help; call Jerry,

Jim, WBOQGV, made motion to
pay Marty Griffin $2.50 for the frame
he had purchased for framing the
award received from the Douglas
County Commissioners.

The other item was the discussion
of delinquent members. Motion made
by WBOLYU, seconded by Tom,
KOPQR, and approved by the Board
to drop delinquent members. For
details please read the Prez Sez column
in this issue.

Robert R, Chereck, Sr., WBOTVP

Secretary
HETRRERR T kX

ARES

The Platte River flood is now
history, but the work done by
Douglas/Sarpy County ARES is still
being applauded. We wish to thank all
those people that helped the oper-
ation. In addition to those amateurs
mentioned in last month's Ham Hum
article, we also want to recognize the
following amateurs for their contr-
bution to the flood effort.

. WDOADV WAQASM WEBOBMV
iz WDOCBL ~ WOCKR KODKM
April 11, 1978 WAODXI WDEENH WEEQU

A special Board Meeting was held at ~ WPOESN  WBOEVS — WBOEXR
the JCC to allocate $200.00 to the WBQFWB WAGGQM KOHPT
Equipment Committee for repairs on WBOHXA W‘_AC'I BV WB,GIEN
the antenna trailer, Motion approved. KOIT WoJCP KOJFN

KOKHZ WADORH WBOOSZ
( “ il 18, 1978 K50QKT WBORUS WAS‘SMTV
. : WBOUAM WEOQVCZ WEOWMA
. Suggested by Jim, WBOQGV, 1oy ovee  weoYGK  WBOYZR
buy a 2 meter rig for the N.W.S. on WOYZV WAGZGY
north 72nd Street. Motion made by
Jerry, WB@PPF, to buy the 2 meterrig 73s,
and approved by the Board. Bob Neben, K9BL
IRk dEddhkiikhhk
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AK-SAR-BEN Amateur Radio Club

Omaha, NE 68101

floods of Msrch 1978.

fine organlzation.

MILTTARY DUFAR EMENT O NI BRASKA
STATE CIVIL PEFENSE AG
| %oy Mlstary Hosd 40243
Lmcoln, Nebraika oXS(8

Phass b Bawmess b owisn Mupion Coenvril Bl Bindi
Hhwrvior

P.0. Box 291 - Downtown Station

Thank you for your cooperation.

NCY
i

12 April 1978

Following an emergency and its recovery actions, thers comes a time to
recognlze those individuals and groups that provided outstanding service
to individoals, communities and the State.

It 1s with honor that the Sture Civil Defense Agency commend the out-

standing manner in which you and your organization aseisted In the
emergency operatlon and recovery effort following the eastern Nebraska

Please extend this commandation to your

Sitcerely,

WARD €., BENUER

Major General

The Adjutant Censral

State Civil Defense Director

M el S Matiuk s
Luvprimns Bypecon

28 VDC RELAYS

Got a box full of very useful relays,
but they are all 24 to 28 VDC and you
need 12 VCD relays? Need some cheap

Swircekebd +12J D
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T/R relays but all you

find at

Hamfests are those 24 to 28 VDC
ones? Here's a circuit that can help?

+12V D
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Neo critical components are used.
The transistor is a general purpose
NPN that will handle three times the
current of the circuit under static
conditions. The diode I used iz a 250

" 50 PIV off an old surplus circuit
woard, but any over 100 mA 50 PIV
would be safe. The speed depends
largely on the relay, but I have had
them go from 10 eps to 45 cps. Using
little crystal can 650 ohm 26.5 VDC
relays the eircuit while energized drew
about 24 mA and the speed varied
from 25 cps to 40 cps with different
relays. This circuit would trigger with
less than 12V for switching voltage if a
medium gain (>50) transistor was
used for those of you thinking of TTL
or CMOS devices. An alternate ¢ircuit
that uses ground to activate the relay
is drawn below.

+lav

Fd Sullivant, WBSMAP/O

kR ik khkkd

7//5 O&Z 7m£/z,

TR i AT il ||l|||lI|I.|J ml

“If you want the world to
beat a path to your door, just
lie down to take a nap.”

May 1978

AUCTION REPORT

The annual auction was better than
ever this year; also it was considerably
bigger. Over 300 people attended the
auction, of which 267 were registered
buyers. This compares with 231
buyers last year. There were almost
double the number of pieces of
equipment this year; 482 compared
with 252 last year. This is why the
auction wasn't over at 4 pm as we had
planned. All in all though the auction
went very well, and [ want to thank all
those who helped make it a success,
We couldn’t have done it without you.
I hope everyone is pleased with the
prices your equipment sold for, and
also delighted with your new treasures
you brought home, If you have any
suggestions on how to make the
annual auction run better next year,
please let us know.

73s,
Bob Neben, K9EL

RERkREITAN T bkk

® Television Systems
® Security Systems
® Portable Production

® Installation
® Repair, All makes
® Rentals

Video Associates Inc.
324 No. 115th Omaha 333-2288
Frank Wolczak, WAQIWIF, owner

HAM HUM
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ADDITIONS TO ROSTER

Michael D, Bruening, WDELOQ
PSC 1, Box 2237

Offutt AFB, Nebraska 68113
Phone: 294-4457

William M. Gann, WOMQ
5824 North Oaks Blvd.
Omaha, Nebraska 68134
Phone: 572-0782

Johin C, Gieringer, WD5HKI
PSC 2, Box 6619
Offutt AFB, Nebraska 68113

Paul R. Mason

203 West 29th Avenue— No. &
Bellevue, Nebraska 68005
Phone: 2025818

W. F. (Mac) McCarty, WOUPY
7823 North 37th Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68112
Phone: 455-9047

Dayton L. Phifer, WOVEA
East Tryon Route

North Platte, Nebraska 69101
Phone: (308) 632-6847

Arlis R. Wyatt, WDOGIK
6423 South 137th Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68137
Phone: 895-6887

wdokdhokhdkkk ok

RECENT CONTRIBUTORS

Ham Hum Postage
G. H. Byars, WOENF
Ray T. Howerter, WB@ISGB

Repeater 22/82

Ray T. Howerter, WEQDSGB
Page 8

Repeater 40/00
Ray T. Howerter, WEBOSGE

Thanks to the above and also to the
following who donated material sold
at the auction, the proceeds to go
the Club: Jack Branstiter, W3GJIM; L.
W. DeCloedt, WBOLFS; Marty Griffin,
WAOGEH; Bob Wichman, WBEOYUY;
and Les D. Young, KOLHW.

Fhdkkdkkhdhdk

VHF COLUMN

The bad news this month is that the
FCC has acted on Docket 21033. The
frequencies 144.5 to 145.5 will be the
new 2 meter repeater sub-band.
Hopefully, 500 KHz will be enough
for weak signal work on two meters.

The good news is that the FCC
extended the Technician Class priv-
ileges to include all amateur frequen-
cies above 50 MHz. This gives Techs all
of both 6 and 2 meters.

Both the above are effective May
15, 1978.

The Nebraska SWOT Net (among
others) will have to move from the
present spot of 145,150 MHz, to a
frequency below 144.5. MHz. Possibly
144,150 MHz? Check with K@PAY,
NCS, on Tuesday evening at 8:30 PM
local time, on 145.150 MHz before
May 15th for the new net frequency.

A very large flare and proton event
occurred around 0123 UTC, April 8th,
which resulted in a very good auro(
opening for those few hams whowere
on the air April 10th and 11th,

WEEKE, John, operating with an
ICOM 211, 180 watt amp and a single
14 el beam worked a total of 15 states
in some 7 hours on 2 meters via the

HAM HUM May 1978



aurora, Monday, April 10th, from
2339 UT til 0638 UT the 11th. States
included Texas and Louisiana which is
unusual, Most were on CW.

The aurora was first noted on 6 at

22 with stations worked in MN, ND,
wil, WI, IL, IN, KS, MO, and SD,
during the short time [ was home the
10th. When I returned, the aurora was
still going strong til I pulled the plug at
0700 UT the 11th.

Other auroral

openings noted

recently on the 4th of April from
2310 til 0150, the 5th, and April 12th,
which began locally at 0019 UT on 6

AhkFREAAT AL A

meters but was unable to check
further because of the club meeting.
Hi.

Unusually, E; openings on six
meters so far this year have been
practically non-existent. Hopefully,
this will change shortly, and will be
able to advise you of what's been
going on on 6 in the next month's
column. Or better yet, dig out the 6
meter rig, blow the dust off of it and
find out for yourself. You might be
pleasantly surprised. See you at the
club meeting,

John Bruckner, WACOMRH

YOUR GUIDE
TO NEARLY

400 UNIQUE, FUN-TO-BUILD,
MONEY-SAVING ELECTRONIC
KIT PRODUCTS...ALLIN
THIS BIG, NEW WINTER '78

HEATHKIT CATALOG

Heathkit produc!s are easy {o build with com-
prehensive instruchons that lake you step
by-step lrom unpacking your kit 1o plug-in
See aboul the pride, satisfachiun and sav-

ings you can gel by building a quality
- elecironic kit yoursell!

mail oupon for your FREE copy

SELECT FROM
THESE QUALITY
LINES. .. HI-FI; HOME
IMPROVEMENT, COL-
OR TV; AUTO MARINE
ANDAIRCRAFT AC-
CESSORIES; DIGITAL
CLOCKS AND WEATH-
ER INSTRUMENTS;

Heathkit Elec, Center
9207 Maple, Omaha 68134
391-2071

Please send me my FREE Healhkit Catalog,
| am niol on your mailing list.

HEATH

Schiumberger

TEST EQUIPMENT: .o

AMATEUR HADID
CLEARMN-AT-
HOME ELECTRONICS
COURSES and more! -y I
FREE! Send for " !
‘ it today. cL-651 Zip_____'
¥ & §F R @ KB B B
May 1978 HAM HUM Page 9



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
DouGLAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA (

Resolvad

WHEREAS, the Ak-5Sar-Ben Radio club has set forth
for themselves a civic responsibility to provide to their
community a wital communication link in times of
emergencies; and

WHEREAS, durling the time of the Platte River flood,
this: fine organization -arrived early at the scene of the
flood, and during the days when the flood waters had
disrupted all other means of communication, provided
one of the only means of communication from the flood
devastated area, giving cheerfully ef their time and
expertese until normal communications were resumed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Beard
of Commissioners, Douglas County, Nebraska, on behalf
of all citlzens of Douglas County, do extend the thanks of the
entire community, and a “"well done", to this civie minded
organization that has once aghin proved their willingness
to 'be of vital service.

Dated this llth day of April, 1978,

!
o oA e_/_ o -fV"L:.'pJ/;..LL‘A\—/J

" . 10

'4_'ljll.'. ))L_ -

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIOMERS
Nouglas County

Page 10 HAM HUM May 1978



MEMBERSHIP NEWS

The computerization of our mem-
bership records file is proceeding at a
satisfactory pace, which makes it now
( ssible to compile some interesting
‘statistics about the make-up of our
club. As membership chairman, T will
report to you regularly in HAM HUM.

We now have 194 members, or
about half of the total population of
the club, who have completed and
submitted their membership data
sheets. Those who have not vyet
submitted these forms are urged to do

so; we need the information in order
to complete the computer records file.

Incidentally, the present file served
as an invaluable tool for the AREC
team during the Valley-Elkhorn flood.
Using the computerized file, it was
quite easy to determine who had
access to required emergency equip-
ment such as generators and 4-wheel
drive vehicles.

Here are some facts compiled from
the current membership records.

1. Membership by license class:

CLASS

NUMEER PERCENT

Associate member
Novice
Technician
General
Advanced
Amateur extra
Total

[ think it is interesting that the
returns so far indicate a higher number
of advanced class licensees than any
other «class. 1 wonder if the

12 6.2
25 129
38 19.6
50 25.8
60 30.9

9 4.6

194 100.0

distribution will hold true when all the
forms are tallied.

2, Of 194 members, 12 (6.2%) are

female and 182 (93.8%) are male.
Where are the rest of the ladies?

3. Membership by occupation:

OCCUPATION

NUMBER PERCENT

Communications/engineering/

electronics
Retired
U.S.AF,
Student
Computers
Transportation
Sales
Professional
Teacher
Other

May 1978
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52 26.8
25 12.9
18 9.3
11 5.7
10 5.2
9 4.6
7 3.5
5 2.6
5 2.6
52 26.8
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4, Hobbies other than amateur radio
(some did not report any other

HOBBY

Sports/camping
Photography
Modeling
Flying
Woodworking
Art/Music
Electronics
Stamps/coins
Computers
Other

5. 26 members (13.4%) have emer-
gency power generators.

Total

hobbies, some reported more than
one):

NUMBER PERCENT

49 348
18 12.8 (

11 7.8

10 7.1

7 5.0

7 5.0

6 4.2

5 3.5

3 2.1

25 17.7

141 100.0
6. 58 members (29.9%) are also

AREC members.

De Dick Jugel, WB@TMU

Fedede e A dode e de ek

ACTION
REAL ESTATE

Kent Sinram, WBOBOR

Associate Broker

Specializing in Residential Sales
Nebraska and lowa

339-1200 Office
571-7423 Home

8434 Park Drive, Omaha

omakha
COMPUTER

store

Ay
PETY
o

Stop in for a demonstration (

(402) 592-3590
4540 S. 84th
Omaha, NE 68127

(Behind the Penthouse Lounge)

Page 12
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GRANDMA

We thought vou would like to
lmow a little bit about a very charming
lady known to a lot of hams as

andma (KOCCD). Here are some
things she told me about herself.

She learned code at the age of 16.
She was in high school at the time and
one of two girls in the class. The girls
had to take all the same classes as the
boys, one of which was Morse code.
However, she did not get her amateur
license for a while after that.

Her grandson, Chuck, KOTVD, got
his license when he was ten years old.
Chuck used to say, ""Gram, why don't
you get your license so you can talk
whenever you feel like it.” She did in
1960.

Crandma told me that when she got
her license there were only four or five
gals on the air in this area that she
knew of, She said she is glad more gals
are now getting their licenses,

About four years ago she was
having trouble with her hearing.
Because of this she gave her equipment
to her grandson. Her hearing improved
recently though, and this past
Christmas Chuck and his folks
surprised her with a two meter rig.

Grandma told me something she
said she has not told to anyone, She is
78 years young. 1 hope I am still as
active as she is at that age. Also, she
hopes to get to the Ak-Sar-Ben Radio
Club meeting when the weather is

ter.

T hope you have enjoyed learning a

LADIES ONLY

At the last meeting some well-
deserved awards were presented to a
lady that none of us talk to on the air
(since she is not a ham), but to whom
we all owe many thanks. That's right,
she's Zita Tesar. If we ever thought
that Ham Hum, membership mailing
files, membership certificates and
cards, the roster, QSL Bureau
correspondence, and club mail were all
handled by magic, we were certainly
wrong, All of the club presidents, past
and present, tell us how much she
does. The following description
supports their praise for Zita.

After each club meeting there are
new member applications: arrange for
certificates to be printed, put new
names on file cards for mailing
purposes, arrange for new member
cards. AAbout a week later copy starts
arriving in the mail for the next
month's Ham Hum: ads, the front
cover, articles, items to be swapped,
ete, ete, Zita types all hand-written
copy and checks over the typed
articles before sending it all to the
printing department at World Insur-
ance Company. She gets mail from the
club’s post office box each day and
channels it in the appropriate
direction. Meanwhile——time for a
little Zero District QSL Bureau work:
Someone has already opened all
envelopes, so Zita begins work on each
ham’s requests...typing labels, account-
ing for money sent in to purchase
envelopes, stamping envelopes, check-

little bit more about this very ing to see whether envelopes are to be
charming lady. held till full or sent immediately,
Pauline. WEGYHX gathering the mail for those hams who
F Ak A Ak kAR Kk are volunteer sorters for the Zero-land
May 1978 HAM HUM Page 13
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Bureau. Time out: the type is set and
it's time to proofread the Ham Hum,
but is it TR??.or TS?7..0Q50 or
QSL??7? The printing department has
1o accept it on Zita’s word, and for
not being a ham herself, doesn’t she do
a fantastic job with amateur desig-
nations and lingo??? Next it's time to
check late membership dues; send
reminders, Then time to type the new
roster by mame alphabetically; re-
group, and type all the calls
alphabetically. Send it to print, proof
the final copy, and mail to members.
Back to work for the Bureau...in
consultation with Dick Eilers, get
money banked that has been received
for DX envelopes. Qooops, maore mail
inquiring about the Bureau.....and so it
goes, Sound like a lot to keep track
of?7?? And in her “spare time" at
work, she is really Dick Eilers'
secretary at World Insurance Com-
pany. Zita has either worked for Dick
or Dick’s father since....well, she
won't say for sure, but she began
working there before she and her
husband, Joe, had any children!

By definition amateur radio oper-
ators are trained to be able to provide
service to the community in a
professional manner. Zita certainly
does an excellent job supporting the
group in that very fashion. What
would ham radio in this area do
withotit Zita??!!

Hats off to two other ladies: this
time two hams. Marcy Trainer,
daughter of Phil (WBOWYE), is the
proud owner of a new novice ticket,
WDOHPK, Rita Willard, XYL of Tom
(WBOZIB), now has upgraded from
novice to tech, You may hear heron 2
meters:  ‘“this is WDEFOX/interim
KC." Congratulations to both of you

Page 14
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and don't stop now because it's more
fun the farther you go in ham radio.
Till next month.....

338,
Jill, WBONYH

P LT (

PLAIN ENGLISH
By Joe Niemann — WBOFWB

In the April issue of HAM HUM, I
wrote an article about the use of “'Q"
Signals," suggesting that in some cases
incorrect use of a Q signal can cause
confusion, Specifically, | referred to
the somewhat common practice of a
ham saying, “QRZed the frequency,"
when he actually means (and should
say), “‘Is this frequency in use?"

Shortly after publication, 1 received
a letter from a Texas reader of HAM
HUM, Art, W5KR of Brownsville. In
hig provocative letter, he takes the Q
signal usage a step or two further,
saying that plain English is “faster and
clearer" than Q signals in a voice
contact,

In an article in "Off Resonance,” a
publication of the Texas Southmost
Amateur Radio Club, Art suggests the
use of “Roger’ (or in cw, "'R") instead
of “QSL." It means the same thing,
“Your last transmission (or message)
received and understood,” He further
points out that many law enforcement
agencies are dropping the “‘ten codes "
if they haven't already done so. They
have found, Art says, that plain
English 1s understood much bett
fewer foul-ups are occurring in th‘oei
areas where the "‘ten code" has been
abandoned,

No one can arque against the use of
Q signals on cw. That's where they are
supposed to be used. But they are of
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questionable value on phone. The
“ARRL Ham Radio Operating Guide"
mentions Q signals, but only in
reference to cw work and cw nets,

We josh our CB friends about their

Noquial, “‘good buddy' terms, but
werhaps we are just as guilty.

I'm not advocating that we all
immediately throw away our (Q signals
unless we are on cw and take all of the
fun out of ham radio. We must
remember, after all, that this is still a
hobby. But at the same time, wouldn't
this be a good time to review our use
of Q signals while on sideband?
Sometimes plain English might be just

as good in getting the message across.
Fdeddede ok ek R Aok

oGeneral Ledger
ePayroll
einventory Control
eBilling

eWord Processing

eMulti-User
Multi-Tasking

eAccounts Receivable
eAccounts Payable
eDepreciation
eUnion Reports

eBurglar & Fire Alarms
{Automatic Call}
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IT'S MAY DAY, OR IS IT?
By Joe Niemann — WBOFWB

The final day of April proved to be
the real beginning of Spring. The
temperature was mild under the bright
sun, and for a change there was no
wind, only a gentle breeze,

George Morgan pulled himself
slowly out of his overstuffed chair,
thinking that he never would get back
on 75 meters for some rag chewing
unless he re-anchored the one end of
his dipole to the tall maple in his back
yard. That durned storm, he thought.
The large branch, under which his
dipole was strung, had crashed to the
ground under a heavy layer of ice.

He figured the same thing would hap-
pen again unless he cut down a second
branch which could fall at any time.

C
COMPUTERS

Pre-assembled or Kit Form

10am-9pm Weekdays -
10am-6pm Sat 12 - 5Spm Sunday

BYTE SHOP

the affordable computer store

8523 Park Drive

339-7350

MNext glopliie south of B4ih & Q
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It was frustrating to be kept off the
ait by the lack of an antenna. He was
looking forward to his nets, cw work
and just plain rag chewing with his
buddies around the state. His wife
claimed ham radio was all he thought
of around the house,

George entered his basement
workshop, picking up a pair of gloves
along the way. A few minutes later his
extension ladder was propped against
the tree and George was climbing the
first few steps, carrying the crosscut
saw in one hand. He spotted his
neighbor, Cliff, raking his yard.

"You should have done that last
fall,” George called.

“Sure, but it's a lot warmer now,"”
his neighbor replied, ‘“What're vya
doing with that ladder? Puttin’ up
another aerial, huh?"

“No,"" returned George, "“I'm
cutting down that other big branch
first, so 1 won't have to put up my
antenna a second time."

George inched step-by-step past the
lower branches to a height of about
25 feet. Placing the saw against the
branch about an inch from the trunk,
he began the long put off job.

“This is going to be a breeze,” he
muttered, as the teeth began biting
into the hard maple.

After pushing and pulling the saw
for several minutes, George decided he
needed better footing. Looping his left
arm over the branch, and propping his
left leg on a lower limb, George
thought he had better move back onto
firmer territory.

Suddenly there was a snap as the
long branch peeled off about a foot of
bark before making its downward
descent.

George felt the wood brush against
his leg, and then he was tumbling
backward, The rush toward the ground
came to a shocking halt when his pants
leg snagged on a short branch. He
blacked out for a few seconds wh
his head grazed the trunk of the o
maple.

Slowly regaining his senses, but still
somewhat dazed, George began 1o
shout, *S—0O-8. No No. MAYDAY,
MAYDAY!"

Cliff, who was still raking, heard
the limb crash to the ground, and then
George's shouts of ““May Day."

That darn fool, CHff thought,
Tomorrow’s May Day. He laughed and
figured George would be silly enough
to come around with a May basket, too.

“Tomorrow's May Day,” CIliff
velled at his neighbor. *‘Don't ya even
know what day it 157"

Then it dawned on George. Clff
didn't know what he was saying.
“Help, help," he finally shouted. “I'm
caught in the tree.”

Cliff peered over his shoulder and
saw George suspended from the tree.
Throwing down his rake, he ran to his
house and telephoned for the fire
department and rescue squad, Minutes
later, George was down and enroute to
a hogpital.

The following day, George was
back in his overstuffed chair with a
badly bruised leg propped up on a
hassock. His head still ached.

The doorbell awakened George
from his painful thoughts. Cliff wal
in, carrying a May basket. Havirly
finally learned what George was
shouting from the tree, he said,
“Happy May Day, CGeorge. Or is it
5-0-8 Day?" he chuckled,

FREAFAAAAARNE
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TEN METER PROJECTS

“The antenna here is... .." is a
common phrase heard today on all of
our bands. Many times the antennas

at are described are commercially
manufactured types that only require
assembly, How many times have you
had the opportunity to say that the
antenna at your QTH is home-brew?
To say it gives the operator a sense of
pride, especially when his signal report
is 5-9!

A simple antenna for ten meters is
the ground-plane. It has good low level
radiation and efficiency when mount-
ed at least a quarter wavelength above
ground. The antenna the auther used
was Radio Shack (It's really not that
bad) $14.95 ground plane. Mounted
only a mere 22 feet above ground,
many 5-9 reports have been achieved
with about hall of those from DX
stations,

The problem that was first
encountered was how much to trim
the elements. A quick measurement
produced a radial measurement of
10614", and a driven element length of
1054, Now, by the formula:

radial — 234 divided by 26.965=104.12"
de. 2%4 divided by 27.115 - 103.56"

But wat, the measurements by the
formula are shorter than the actual
measurements. A problem? Not really.

The way the antenna is designed and
matched dictates the use of longer
elements. But still, how much should
be cut off?

A little juggling of figures, trial and
error math, and luck arrived at 6
inches. That's it. Just cut 6 inches off
of all elements, put it up and it will be
resonant somewhere around
28.75 MHz. The antenna has a great
bandwidth and should cover the whole
band (cw portion included) without
too great an SWR,

The antenna is rated at 80 m.p.h.
wind survival. Tt will sway quite a bit
in moderate winds, but don't fear, the
prototype has survived 50 to 60 m.p.h.
winds without even a permanent arch
or bend in any of the elements.

Another thing that can add to the
strength  of the radials to reduce
drooping is to take the pieces of
tubing that were cut off of the
elements and insert them mmto the ends
of the radials where they are fastened
to the bracket. (Fig. 1.) Drill holes
through the inner tubing and install
the antenna normally. It greatly adds
to the wind survival of the radials.

If you wish you can also pound the
top of the driven element closed to
prevent water getting in. | have found
that caps don’t stay on.

73 — Scott Persson, WEQDQPP
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HAM HUM SWAP

NO CHARGE FOR SWAP ADS (NON-COMMERCIAL) SUBJECT TO
SPACE LIMITATION. MUST BE SUBMITTED IN WRITING TO
P.O. BOX 291. SEE COPY DEADLINE PAGE 2,

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE:

FOR SWAP:

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE:

Page 18

(

Complete black and white darkroom, Omega B-600 enlarger, 50 and
75 MM lens, dark room timer, Kodac PC filters, ete. + more, 1 year
use, like new — $190.00 firm.

John E. Bruckner, WAOMRH, 6514 Franklin St.,

Omaha, NE 68104; phone 556-5325

Colling KWM1, mint condition, with AC and DC power supplies and
mobile mount - $375.00

John A. Draus, WOEKE, 7303 Ames Ave.,

Omaha, NE 681 34; phone 422-0500 or 571-4207

Kenwood B20, digital readout, remote VFQ, CW filter, like new —
$975.00;

KLM 16 element 2 meter beam with balun, covers 148 to 144 NMHz,
completely assembled, never been used — $65.00.

Call Jay C. McAleer, WAGLLQ, 839 5. Polk St.,

Papillion, NE 68046; phone 339-3448

Kenwood trio TR7200 VHF FM 2 meter transceiver; 15 sets of local
and popular erystals including A.F. MARS and C.A.P. Wired for
touch-tone - $225.00.

Kevin Clatanoff, WADYCC, 806 Matthies Dr.,

Papillion, NE 68046; phone 331-3136 or 294-3306 (duty).

KWM2, DC PS, MM for TS-520; Yaesu 301;
Tempo 2020 or Triton 4. New Kenwood VFQO-520 for good 2 meter.
G. H. Byars, WOBNF, Box 105, Kearney, NE 68847

Waterman 3-5-A triggered sweep scope, 11 MC input, built-in marker
generator - $50.00.

Dick Jugel, WBGITMU, 3814 N. 85 Ave.,

Omaha, NE 681 34; phone 572-8441

Drake TR-22 full crystals set. Excellent shape.
Contact Charles A. Michel, KOQVL, 8720 Charles St., (
Omaha, NE 681 14; phone (402) 391-3782

Heathkit DX60B; Heathkit Receiver HR10B;
Heathkit VFO HG10B - $500.00 firm,
Howard Heslin, 2806 Victoria Ave.
Bellevue NE 68005; phone 291-4572 after 5 PM.
HAM HUM May 1978



FOR SALL:

Kenwood Transceiver TS 520 (used only once on test); 14 AVQ

10-40 meter vertical antenna (never used); free with above
assorted radio books. First $550.00 take all.

Jim Caltabiano, WDOCSJ; 2311 N. 102nd St.,

Omaha, NE 68134; phone 397-1878

FEEERREERKN T RKX

THE FCC VS AUTO & PHONE PATCHES
by Ed Gable, K2MP, President

Recent literature prepared by the
FFCC and the League has indicated a
renewed and intense interest in the use
and abuse of Amateur privileges
concerning Autopatches and Phone-
patches.

The FCC, which regulates the use
of the entire radio spectrum, hears
complaints and comments from all
sources. These include: 1) Telephone
companies who feel any loss of
revenue will adversely effect their
massive capital equipment investment,
2) The Commercial Communications
people (RCC) who complain competi-
tion from a noncommercial service is
a threat to their livelihood, and 3)
Governments of certain nations which
prohibit Amateurs from handling third
party traffic internationally in com-
petition  with qovernment owned
telecommunications services. This fac-
tor alone could carry significant
weight during 1979 WARC.

The duestion facing Amateurs is
this: Should phone patches and
autopatches be subject to serving most
of our traditional flexibility, or should

risk forecing our government to
define for us specifically what we can
and cannot do? Experienice has shown
very clearly  that when speaific
regulations  are  established, both

innovation and flexability are likely to
suffer,

Therefore, it is urged that all
Amateurs lock clogely at  their
activities concerning auto and phone:
patching. As quidelines, consider the
following: 1) International phone-
patching {(and formal traffic) must
only be made with countries having
third party agreement with the U. 5.
2) Phone or autopatches involving the
business affairs of any party must not
be made. 3) Calls to place an order for
a commercial product or service must
not be made, nor is the calling of one's
office to leave or receive messages
permitted. However, calls in the
interest of highway or personal safety
are permitted, 4) Phone and auto:
patches are solely to avoid toll charges,
or when normal telephone service is
available, should never be made. Last
but not least, if you have any doubt as
to the legality or advisability of a
patch, don't make it,

Our interconnection privileges are
unicue to most of the world and are of
the wutmost in convenience on a
personal, non-commercial basis, to say
nothing of the tremendous impact
these devices have had on our public
service postured. Let us not lose
these facilities through abuse.

de Ra Ra Rag, N.Y.
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*Phase lock-loop (PLL)
vscillator circuit
mhmimEes unwanted
SpUrious responses

*Hybrid Dagiral
Frequency Presenta
fion,

* Advanced Solid-state
design...only 3 whes,

*Built-in AE and 12
VOT power supplies:

LW filter standard
pguipment,..nal an
ACCESSONY,

*Rugged 6146-B final
amplifier tubes,

* Caoling fan standard
sguipment...not an
BECESSOTY.

*High performance
noise-hlanker is
standard equipment
L.NOL &N BOCESSOTY.

*Built-m VO X and
sermi-break in CW
keying.

*Crystal Calibrator and
WWV receiving
capability.

A BRILLIANT NEW SSB TRANSCEIVER
PROVIDING AN UNBEATABLECOMBINATION
OF ADVANCED ENGINEERING AND UNIQUE
OPERATING FEATURES.

YOU MAY NEVER HAVE OWNED A
TRANSCEIVER THAT OFFERS SO MUCH.

Send for descriptive information on this fine new
transceiver, or on the time proven Tempo ONE
transceiver which continues to offer reliable, low cost
perflormance

Jne

AMATEUR RADID EQUIPMENT

BOX 864  COUNCIL BLUFFS, I0WA 51501

(N2} 323 0142

*Microphone provided

*Dual BIT control
#llows both broad and
narrow wnng.

*All band 80 through
10 meter coverage
*Multi-mode USE, LSB,
CW and AM operation

*Extraordinary receiwver
sensitivy (.3u S/N 10 dh)
and oscillator stability
(100 Hz 30 min, after
warm-up)

*Fixed channel crystal
contiol on two
avaulable positions.
*RF Attenuator.

*Adjustable ALC
action.

*Phone patch in and
out jacks

*Separate PTT jack for
foot switch.

*Built-in speaker.

“The TEMPD 2020

.. $759.00,

Modet 8120 extemi
speaker.. 529 95,
Mode! 8010 remote
VFD0...$139.00.



