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Way Back When

Thats the editors summary
of the August club meeting
topic. The speaker at the next
club meeting will have infor-
mation and display marerial of
real interest abour the early
days of Amateur radio. Our
speaker's activities in Amateur
radio really date back when,
You fellows that are OI's ro
most will probably be babes in
the woods compared to Mr.
Owo  Schmide, LICENSED in
1916 under the call 9SE. The

only Amateur licensed earlier,
that we knew, was the late
Porter Quinby, whose last held
call was W(@AY. We believe

Porter held other call letters
ociginally and perhaps Otto can
advise us. If you think you
don't ger out very well now,
you should have been active
then, when Council Blufis was
DX. See you at the August
meeting, and don’t forget to

bring along your idea for im-
proving spark rigs.

(T EE L LN LYY

DON'T LOSE 11

Ibat is what a card from
Gary Tighe says. Gary believes
that 11 should go rtothe Novices
and Technicians., There is a
lot of controversy aboutr who
should get what, but we do
believe that it should stay in
Amateur hands. The clul
members should write to your
Director, advising him of your
views so that he will have
something to present to ARRL
Hq. and they in turn will fight

11 if chat's what che Di-

icctors say the members want,
(AR LR YY)

ARRL OB#606

VHE  history was made
July 8th when WONLZ of Palos
Verdes Estates, California,
worked KHGUK at Kahuku, on
the Island of Oahu, on 2 meters.
144 Mc. contact was made on a
2130 PST schedule that had
been kept regularly for more
than 9 months, Signals were
good CW copy both ways and
moderately steady for wore
than one hour, suggesung
tropospheric duct propogation.
Tape recordings were made at
both ends of the 2,600 mile
path. Further details to be in
August QST-AR

(AR R TS S



Operation Alert! 1957

under the direction of George
Winkler

Operation Alert arrived on
schedule July 12th, with 5
eager operators manning the
switches. At a previous meet-
ing July first at Ak-Sar-Ben
field, it was decided by those
present to divide the 55 hour
operating period into 11 five-
hour shifts with 5 men on each
shift. It was originally intended
that a 6 meter link be used
between the Fremont city audi-
torium and the mobile communi-
cations van, located ar Fremont
city hall. Due to a shorrage of
equipment it was decided that
the Viking I and HQ-140X be
used for the link, operating on
the 10 meter band.
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When RACES was declared
to be in effect, all license
barriers were removed and
operations and operators were
guided only by RACES rules.
Were are rold that some of the
pretty young ladies roving
around the auditorium were put
to work as operators.

After a message had been
received ar the mobile van via
the 10 meter link, it was passed
along to Lincoln, Nebraska via
our 2 meter link. The 2 meter
link was found to be qul
reliable, and with the exceptionl
of a bit of a high noise level
on Saturday evening, the copy
on the 2 meter link was excel-



lent.

The mobile van had a 3/4
ton air conditioner in use,
however, someone mentioned

t it was still a bit warm
with all the equipment in oper-
ation. A bit of forced draft
would have most likely helped
carry the cooler air to the back
of the van and made the air
conditioner more efficient.

An occasion arose where-
by the emergency generator was
required and found to be relia-
ble during the replacement of
a blown fuse.

John Snyder set up the
2 meter equipment Thursday and
reported that 2 meter communi-
cation with the station at
Lincoln was possible, though
the signals were much stronger
when using the Gonset linear
amplifier than when only the
Communicator was used at a
" ver power.

( Transportation to the oper-
ating site on each shift was
via the share-a-ride plan, using
one, or a maximum of two cars

per shift. CD offered 6 cents




per mile to the driver of each
shift, and anyone desiring such
compensation, where entitled
to it, should contact Erich Bahr.

Jerry Armswong and LEd
Gummann arranged che oper-
ating schedule in fine shape.
They want o thank those assist-
ing and we also want to thank
Jerry and Ed for their time and
efforr. Not all the fellows that
would have liked to operate
were able to participate, and
some could not be reached due
to the July 4th holiday, though
there were enough operators,
in fact, a reserve.

Many amateurs participared,
though not members of the
Ak-sar-Ben Radio Club, Our
thanks to them for their conpera-
tion, withour whose help it
would have been rough sledding.
I'hanks also to the fellows
that allowed the use of their
equipment,

I'he pop and sandwiches
were good and a fine time was
had by all.

sEEEb kbbb e

Q&A

Beginning this issue, we
are starting anew column, which
we hope will be of interest o
all readers. We will have three
questions posed, one ciach in
the Novice, General and Ad-
vanced class, We will publish
the answer to each jquestion
elsewhere in the issue. See

how many you can answer witli-
6

out looking. Of course, if you
Have an Advanced ticker we
cxpect you ro know rhe answer
to all three, but if you have a

Novice ticker and konow

answer o 2 or more, you're- . u

the ball. If you are a General
and per the bhardest question,
likewise. (No fair peeking)

(Con*t on page 7)



NOVICE
Define the term *'Power',
as used in electrical circuits.

ENERAL
Why are tubes vperated as
class C amplifiers not suited
as audio amplifiers?

ADYANCED
One decibel equals (a)
times the (b) (c¢) of the power
gain over a specific reference
level. (Answers om page 9)
ThAkssEAEEIEN

SEPTEMBER PICNIC MEETING

The pienic club meeting
for September promises to be a
real bang-up, rip-roaring time.
We haven’t had one of these

for scveral ycars and this one

should make up for those missed.

Naturally there will be prizes
galore, entertainment  and
everything that goes into a
real good rime. There will be a
real crazy transmitter hunt, in
addition to a regular 10 meter
hunt. There will be pop, B07's
and other goodies on the house.
The feed will be potluck, with
an incidental charge of $0.50
per family to cover prizes and
drinks. We believe that you will
~member this picnic for a long
.me to come (that is if you're
there) The time and place, with
other details will appear in the

next issue of Ham Hum.
AEEREEESEERN

BOARD STIFFS
A lot happened at the last
board meeting.
September  15th
tormulated and

Plans for our

picnic were
you will read
about that elsewhere in this
issue.,

The main item of business
that we want to pass along at
this cime, with regret, is the
resignation of our treasurer,
Dick Nystwom. Dick will be
moving to Berkeley, California
very soon. His new QTH will
be 1525 Francisco Street. We
are sorry to lose Dick, as he
has been an excellenttreasurer,
board member and club member
these many years. We hope
Dick will be able to make the
next club meeting and, it so,
we hope each member will wish
Dick the bestof luck inthe land
of the ""Prune Pickers'’,

Tofillthe vacant treasurer’s
oftice, the board elected Bob
Sleyster. Bob has been doing
a FB job as a regular board
member and we are confident
that Bob will also do an
excellent job inthe new position
of tweasurer.,

The board has a member to
recommend to the club as a
board member to fill Dick's
unexpired term of S months,
The club will have the oppor-
tunity to approve the boards
proposed candidate of the

August meeting.

AR RN



THE LAST MEETING

Our July mecting was de-
voted to VHF to enlighten and
educate those of us that
normally only propagate the DC
bands.
the CD exercise being carried
out that week end, the equip-
ment intended was not avail-
able. However, our principal
speaker was able to attend.
Frank Parsons, well known in
2 meter circles as an
standing DX man was our very
capable speaker on the subject
of “Why I like 2 meters”'. Frank
told of his early days in radio
and his like for patience and
fishing, a couple of the de-
sirable acributes for a 2 meter
man, We were told that a good
2 meter station is composed of
a medium power rig, about 100
watts, a good receiver, a fairly
high (not absolutely necessary)
beam, but foremost, plenty of
patience, listening over a dead
(?) band to be rewarded by the
sudden appearance of a nice
signal from hundreds of miles
away., Frank says he isn't
trying to pur your DC band
station off the air, he just
wants you to get a little rig on
2 and see what you hear. Given
half a chance, Frank believes
that you will find 2 a real
interesting band., There were
several pieces of VHF pgear
ondisplay, some very interesting

examples of what a litele
8

Unfortunately, due to

outL-

patience and planning could
produce. There was a very line
home-brew 2 meter trans-cef |
built into a gallon can whica
we hear tell has been used
mobile over a path of 25-30
miles with FB results. There
was a low noise, no birdie 6
meter crystal controlled con-
verter that was the handywork
of John, WRT. Also shown was
a 2 meter converter by ]J]JK,
taken out of the CQ magazine
a tew years ago that has not
seen much use lately, Two
products to be produced in the
future by WRL were shown;
an antenna tuner with built in
SWR bridge, and a linear ampli-
for 80 to 6 meters which will
run about 300 watts SSB or CW
and 200 wares AM (ancient
modulation).

Due tothe very hot weather,
the movie that was on hand and
the usual raffle were dropped.

When the meeting started,
the heat had several fellows
about to QSY to the North pole,
foccunately though, the cool
the cool breezes prevailed and

the meeting was bearable.
LR R LR b

FOR SALE: 40 meter rcc( r
with built-in 3 tube G meter

Only $20. Jerry
8825 Edgevale PL.,

COnverter.
Knight,
TE 1630.



Q&A

NOVYICE ANSWER

I'he rate of doing work-
equal to the voltage mulriplied
oy the current. he measurment
unit being rermed the Wau-equal

to one volt umes one ampre.

GENERAL ANSWER

A class C amplifier stage
is biased beyond cut-off. This
means that plate current does
not flow during the enrire exci-
tation -cycle even when push-
pull stages are used. Without
current flowing during the entire
excitation cycle the stage can
not faithfully reproduce the
signal to be amplified and if
audio signals are not faithfully
reproduced, distortion results.

ADYANCED ANSWER
(a) ten
(b) common
(c) logarithm

kRS EEERE AR AN

CARDS FOR FREE!

We have QSL cards on
hand that need claiming. One
for K@GHK, Hugh and one for
KN@JBP. The card for the
lacter says JBP is his first
ut state contact, so pick it
up and make the sender happy
OM. P. S. W@BQP has one here

too, just received.
(EE TSR RS T R LR

THE FIRST NATIONAL
Single Side Band
DINMER
7:00 P.M. AUGUST 31, 1957

TOBE HELD AT THE PALMER

HOUSE, REDLACQUER ROOM,

CHICAGO, ILL., DURING THE
A.R.R.L. CONVENTION

A large attendance is antici-
pated and the committee urges
early reservarions before Aug.
25th. The price of rtickets is
$7.50 per person (including
dinner). Mail your reservation
at once.

W. L. Runzel, Jr. (Bud)

(WOOGA)

Chairman of the 5.5.B.

Dinner

4727 W. Montrose Ave,

Chicago 41, 111,

dEEEREIAT DN

OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 607
FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS
WEST HART FORD CONN
JULY 18 1957 TO ALL RADIO
AMATEURS BT

The 1957 ARRL National
Convention will be held at the
Palmer House in Chicago Illinois
over the Labor Day weekend.
League members planning to
attend should make hotel reser-
vations and arrange convention
registrations early to avoid last
minute confusion or disappoint-
ment. See pages 51 through 54
of August QST for complete

information AR
9
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A DOUBLE TAKE

Ham Gab (Chicago) stole
this lictle ditty from Cq mag,
so they say. It is so good we

wldn’t resist the remptation
to steal it too.

If she wants a date - -
If she comes 1o call - receiver
If she wants an

escort - = = -conductor

- - meter

If she's cheating - - - detecror
If she's fat - = - = == condenser
1f she’s thin « = = = = - - - feeder
If she's extravagant - - - limiter
If shé’s in error--- - - rectifier
If her hands are cold - - heater
If she sputters - - - - insulator
If she's ugly----- trans former
If she’s bossy=- = == -~ resistor
If she's slow - - = = accelerator
If she's bored- - - ===~ excirer
It she reluses- - - - -« rejector

HAVE A CEEGAR!

Mr. and Mrs, Dick Reimund
announce the arrival of a new
“harmonic’’ at the WELFM QI'H.
(a boy). Are you rtraining him
for phone o cw, Dick? Dick
also asks if there are enough
fellows of 6 to have plenty of
QSO's? Guess Dick has a 6
meter rig in mind for a forth-
coming project. As we hear ir,
rhere is plenry of activity on 6

( 1 you will not have a hard
time raising a QS0, Guess all
the fellows have forsaken the
80 and 40 meter bands for the
VIHE.

FaEEREANER RS

6 METERS

Elsewhere in this issue
you can read of the CE eifort,
but we will mention that due
to the lack of equipment, 6
meters was not used. The VHF
2 meter link from Fremont to
Lincoln was quite etfective.

I want to thank all rhose
that helped with the July VHF
meeting, and state that some-
time this fall or winter we want
to have another along with
operational equipment.

W@UKQ has been NCSvon
6 for the past weeks, and since
he is moving to W6 land, WIFRN

assumed the post as of July

22nd  Our sincere thanks to
Dick for his loyal suppott ol
VHF and CD amateur activities.
We will miss you Dick & Frank
and wish you the best of DX
and good fortune. Let us hear
from you and of your new (QI'H.

AgainIwould like to extend
the welcome hand to any one
plaoning operation on the VHE
bands. | am swre | speak for
the majority of the VHF gang,
when | say we will be most
happy to give help to anyone to
get on these bands,

As many ol you know,
mobile units are of
impoctance Jduring any emer-

prime

gency., For that reason any
person that can and cares to
could be of more help by in-
cluding VHF mobile in your
plans. llope ro see you mobile
this fall, T3's

-WONR T n



ODDS-N-ENDS

WIAW code proficiency
runs will be held August 19,
September 5 and 17. Get your
code speed up and go for that
nice certificate. (P. S.--if you
can't even copy your own fist,
we suggest you bone up real
hard ).

ARRL frequency measuring
tests will be held on Seprember
18th. See QST for time and
approximate frequencies. If you
can’t find the signal at all you
need a new receiver.

Midwest Clix reports that
the Zurich provisional relative
sunspot number for April 57
was 175.2. This brings the 12
month running average count up
to 154, This is a virtual tie
with the peak reached during
the last cycle in 1947,

Your editor is not an
expert on such matters, but
firmly believes that the best

is still to come in 58 and 59.
YT TR R EY ]

ODDS-N-ENDS

The Field Day boys were,
no doubt, wondering if they
were pgetting out at times on
the bands. We are happy to
report that the 40 meter rigs
were QSL’ed by a SWL from
way out in lowa.

AEBN R EE R R e
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NOVICE JITTERS

Have you ever sent your
call - CW, told your conta
you were an XYL, sent yo
name very slowly 3 times and
then get the response--R. R,
0. M.? Well, that’s what can
happen to a Novice XYL. It's
quite an experience and thrill
to send that first CQ and hear
your call coming back to you,
even though you may not recog-
nize it the first time you hear it.

After meeting the mailman
at the doar for 9 weeks and 3
days that litcle piece of paper
arrived and 1 could hardly wait
to get on the air. Then the
fateful hour arrived--1 was
scared to death. First, because
1 was afraid 1 wouldn't be
answered and 2nd because 1
wouldn't be able to copy. My
first contact was KOAMM. He
was very patient and put up
with my slow sending. Thoughe
for sure I'd blow something the
first time 1 fired the rig but so
far  nothing has happened
because “‘somebody has been
watching over me’’---my OM.

This could be a book
concerning the first experi-
ences of a Novice XYL but in
closing I will say, it's fun,
challenging and hope to k
at it so that before the year s
up I’ll be K¢ instead of KNG,

88’s
KN@KEN Donna

EEESEEREIRED



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Iditoc:
Here are some recent 2
( *ter happenings--, The two
weter distance record has just
been broken...on July 8 WGNLZ
made contact with KHGUK in
the Hawaiian Islands via CW on
2 meters. The distance, 2600
miles, truly a tabulous record
VHF propagation.

Here in the midwest a
considerable number of openings
to the south have been noticed
this past month and we're
hearing Kansas, Missouri and
Oklahoma stacions and managing
to work some of them,

One of the most active
stations to the south of us is
W@QDH, Don at Salina, Kansas
as well as WQIAY, Lowell at
Pawnee City, Nebraska. Lowell
is now using a new Tecraft
converter.

We had a fine
opening on Sunday, June 30
during the afternoon between
5 and 6 p.m. and as per usual
the only type of signals used
for aurora contacts is C.W.
Phone would ordinarily be too
garbled to be usable.

Several eastern call areas
were heard during the aurora
ovening and these were mainly

's, W8’s and Frank WUEMS
even reported hearing W4's!

Don, W@IRK is now on
the 2 meter band with a larger
xmtr than before; an ARC-

aurara

5/T23 surplus xmtr, This sur-
plus xmrr can be bought for a
very modest price (around §10.)
Not- many hams have taken ad-
vantage of this ARC-5/T23 for
VHF use. Other surplus VHF
transmitters commonly used on
2 meters are the SCR-522 and
also the ARC-4.

With a lircle bit of modi-
fication, most of these make a
preccy  nice low powered 2
meter rig. One extra word of
advice though; the receiver
sections of this surplus gear
are rather dated by today’s
standards. Best bet is a low
noise crystal controlled con-
verter into your regular com-
munications rece ivet.

73,
John, WOWRT

LL AR LR L L EE]

Dear Editor:

Please publish this notice
in the next (August) Ham Hum:
VHF Contest: Sponsored by
CQ Magazine.

When: From 8:00 p.m. logal
standard time Saturday, August
24th, to 8:00 p.m, local standard
time Sunday, August 25ch.

We sincerely hope thar all
stations able to work any of the
bands above 50 mc. will par-
ticipate in this interesting
contest. See the August '57
CQ magazine for further details

13



regarding log forms etc.

Alse, the next ARRL
VHF contest will be coming
up in September, See QST for
details.

Tox. John, WAWRT

LLER AR AL L]

ROSTER OMISSION

Edward Lawler - WATHA
2338 N. 71 5t. Omaha,
Nebraska. Phone GL 6649

EXFRERRD TSN

ROSTER CORRECTION

Jerry Armstrong, WONKG, B42
No. 75 St. Omaha, Nebr. GLB211L

Dick Eilers correct phone num-
ber is TE 2255.

SHbBESAERE LD

NEW MEMBERS

We wish to welcome to the
club as members; Jim Herbert -
5510 Poppleton - WA 3720 -
WGZPG, Richard Kragh 5642 No.
28th Ave. - KE 0446 - KN@IJC,
William Duffy - 2615 Camden -
KE 0160 - KNPKEU

SEBEREXRSIRS

OUT AND AROUND

Dale, WQGUD, out Conway,
Iowa way tells us that 2 meters
is still alive and kicking,
evidenced by a pgood opening
recently to the South for Texas

and Oklahoma contacts.
14 BEEERASRRERS

A.R.R.L. OB #602--JUNE 13,
1957

FCC has extended the time
tor filing comments in
dockers of interest to amateux.».
For docket 11994 dealing with
proposed assignment of the
amateur L1 meter band to Citi-
zens Radio Service, the new
date 1s Sept. 3 ARRL will
tile in oposition to this pro-
posal. For docket 11997, a
study of frequency assigmnents
from 25 to 890*Mc., comments

can now be made until Sept. AR
Edssssantene

AROUND THE TOWN

Art, QMD, does not have a
crate for his 500 Globe King
and says he will get a new
5008, firesh in the crate for
that new QTH in Minn.

FhASREA ST RER N

So help me, if I ever get
another new buggy I'm going to
put in a handy talkie and let it
go at that. Changing these
mobile rigs is getting me down-

JIK

FRbaEkrEREN

Donna, KN@KEN, XYL of
EQK is going hot and heavy
on 15 CW. Put a little srcar&
the code, Donna, and drop that
N from the call so you and
Dottie can chew the rag on

phone.
FERESREER AR




® Omaha and Douglas Countsy

( comnrss CIVIL DEFENSE DISASTER CONTROL

Al

PHOME AT 8122 - OFFICE- 402 CITY HALL - OMAHA 2, NEBRASKA

WM, DEAN HOYES
CHITF OF OFERATIONS

July 31, 1457

T0:  All Members of the Omaha-Douglas Gounty
Clwvil peferse Communicatlons Divis)on.

This is to express our sincere apprecistion
for the fine effort put forth by all the Amateun
Radlo Operatora participating in Operstion Alsrt
1957 at Premont, Nebraska, July 12-1, 1957.

Apain the Amateur Hadle Opsrators demon-
strated thelr willingness to assiast In any
operation dedicated to public salety and welfara,

e to the extended distance from Omsha and
the very hot weather, we donbly spprécirte the
Ilno attendance rocord of the Omaha-Douglas
County Amateurs who menned thelr agslpned posi-
tions continuously end most efflelently,

Thls demonstretes that the Amateur Radie
Jperator durlng an emerpency, real or simulated,

cedssns to become an Amatsur end in reality

ansumss the professionsl status of an Emergency-
IHsaster Commnications Operator when operating
in the interest of Civlil Dafenss. It slso
demonstrates that each Communlcabtlons category,
numely, Publlie Safebty, Amateur, Federal and
Industrisl, can, when each service has their
diutles delined, operate in complete harmony
during an amergenoy.

We sincerely appréciate your pest effopts
and we want you fo know that Civil Defense de-
pends upon your future cooperastion and assistence.

Z¥ B T

Wm. Dean WNoyes,
Chief of Operatlons

& Fndas)
Georpe E. Winkler,
Communlcatl ons Diréctor
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